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Dear Stakeholder, 
 
We are proposing changes to transport for post statutory school age students for the start 
of the 2017/18 academic year.  This does not affect students with an Education, Health and 
Care Plan who will be assessed under a separate policy. 
 
The Council has to make significant savings over the next three years as a result of a 
reduction in funding from Central Government and rising costs.  Like all areas the Council 
must look at reducing expenditure. These savings can be used to protect other essential 
Council services. 
 
We are currently consulting on the Council’s proposed transport arrangements and would 
welcome your views on it as part of the consultation.   
 
We are consulting on two options as follows: 
 

• Provide transport assistance for eligible students of post statutory school age and 
charge the full cost of transport based on the average cost per pupil. 
 

• Remove all transport assistance for students of post statutory school age. 
 
The Consultation Process 
 
More detail about these proposals can be found in the draft policy document.  It is called a 
draft as we are seeking the views of the community before proceeding.  We are particularly 
interested to hear whether you agree or disagree with the proposals, how you think this 
may affect people in the community, or if you have any alternative proposals.  
 
The draft policy document and consultation response forms are available at 
www.bedford.gov.uk/stconsultation copies are also available at Bedford Borough Libraries, 
Borough Hall, and the Customer Contact Centre or are available on request on (01234) 
276713.  
 
You can have your say in one of the following ways: 
 
Online:  www.bedford.gov.uk/stconsultation   
 
By post: Write to: Consulting Bedford, Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford, MK42 9AP 
 
By email: consultingbedford@bedford.gov.uk 
 
By phone: (01234) 276713. 
 
Meeting: Attend the consultation meeting at Borough Hall on Tuesday 29th November 2016 
at 6pm at Borough Hall or Monday 19th December 2016 at 2pm at Borough Hall. 
 
The consultation will run between 21st November 2016 and 13th January 2017. 



 
 

 
Responses received will be published. 
 
What Happens Next? 
 
Once the consultation is closed we will consider carefully all the responses that have been 
received. Responses received will form part of the report to the Executive of Bedford 
Borough Council at its meeting on 8th February 2017.  All those who have taken part in the 
consultation will be kept informed and key stakeholders written to when a decision is made. 
Any changes made will be implemented from the start of the 2017/18 academic year. 
 
All those who have taken part in the consultation will be kept informed and key stakeholders 
written to when a decision is made.  
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