
 

Cross Curricular Project: FEAR 
● For all tasks you first of all need to read the following article: 

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/features/polio-the-deadly-su
mmer-of-1956-2117253.html 
 

Subject Task Success Criteria 

History 
(years 7-10) 

Complete a detailed mind-map of the 5 w’s about the 
article and its contents. (The 5 w’s are Who, when, what, 
where, why.) 
 
Challenge question: What problems were encountered 
according to the article? 
Super Challenge: What might have been some solutions to 
the problems encountered in the article? 
 
 
 

Mindmap will include explanation of 
each 5w 
 
Challenge questions will be around 
three paragraphs each 

Citizenship 
(years 7-8) 

For each day this week Monday-Friday write a diary of your 
thoughts and feelings about coronavirus. Try to end with 
something positive each day. Be creative with how you 
make or keep your diary-it could be on computer or hand 
written.  
Write as if you are writing to your grandchildren of 50 years 
time. 
 
Challenge: Rather than the diary task, write a letter to the 
UK government of the 1950’s explaining what they could 
have done differently to help cope with the Polio epidemic 
better.  

Completed diary of at least 5 
separate paragraphs, one for each 
day.  
 

Geography 
(Years 7-8) 

Using: 
https://blog.nationalgeographic.org/2014/04/20/geography-i
n-the-news-polio-returns-with-tenacity/ create a factfile 
about Polio.  

Half a side of A4 minimum 

Geography 
(Years 
9-11) 

Watch the video 
https://www.tes.com/lessons/vPjaLbSRXKPXTg/polio 
Use this map and the financial indicators on the left side to 
analyse the data: 
https://apps.who.int/immunization/programmes_systems/fin
ancing/data_indicators/maps/ 
Analyse the impact of financial input (money) on the 
success of a country in reducing polio in their country. 
Compare two different countries and use data to support 
your conclusion. 

Half a side of A4 minimum 
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English 
(Years 
7-10) 

All: Read through the article and mind map or bullet point 
all of the ways that Patrick Cochburn’s life was affected by 
Polio - consider emotionally as well as physically. 
 
All: Mindmap any similarities you can identify between the 
Polio epidemic and the Corona virus pandemic. 
 
 
 
Choice of tasks:  
Challenge: Imagine you are living in the UK at the time of 
the Polio epidemic. Write a poem in present tense about 
the fear of Polio.  
 
Super Challenge: Write a newspaper report about the Polio 
epidemic using https://action.org.uk/blog/history-polio for 
help.  

Challenge: (year 7-8) Produce a 
summary of how his life was 
affected in 50 words. 
 
Super Challenge (years 9-10): Write 
a SEIZE paragraph in response to 
the question How was Patrick 
Cockburn’s life affected by Polio? 
 
 
Challenge: (years 7-8)Include a 
rhyme scheme.(years 9-10) Include 
APES STOMP techniques 
 
Super challenge (years 7-8) include 
a suitable headline and start your 
article with the 5 W’s. (years 9-10) 
Include a range of DA FOREST 
techniques. 
 

PE (and 
performing 
arts) 

Create a piece of expressive dance with key motifs that 
represent either the journey in the article or the feelings 
and symptoms of polio her and her family experienced.  
 
Film yourself doing it and send to your PE teacher/ Miss 
Walls via email so we can see what you have come up 
with. 
 
Think about tempo, levels, pose and transition 
Pick some eerie music to do it to. I suggest the theme tune 
from Nightmare on Elm Street. 
 
Stretch and Challenge: Can you encourage someone else 
in your home to do this with you so you can think about 
changing your: timing (unison or cannon) and 
relationship (how you stand in relation to each other). 

● Artistic flair and innovation 
● Changes in how fast your 

movements are 
● Change the level you are 

working at 
● Smooth transitions between 

your poses 
● Piece to be at least 30 secs 

long 
● Moves link to the music 
● Poses selected must link to 

the article and be held for 3 
seconds  

● Show control of the 
movements 

● Point your toes 

Science 
(year 7-10) 

Polio is part of the routine NHS childhood immunisations 
programme and is given to children at 5 stages in their 
development and recorded in their  “red baby book”. 
 
1.Explain why it is necessary for all children to be 
immunised fully against Polio.  
2.Consider the way it is spread and its potential effect on 
the body. 
Some people contract polio and do not display any 

A Leaflet or pamphlet designed to 
inform curious patients in a Doctor's 
surgery. 
 
RUBRIC: 

1. Explain what immunisation is. 
2. Describes ways of transmission 
3. Explain that social distancing 

prevents contact with all carriers 
including asymptomatic ones. 

https://action.org.uk/blog/history-polio


 

symptoms.  
3.Explain the danger to others because of these “silent 
carriers” who are not aware of their condition.  Why is 
social distancing at the time of a Polio outbreak a good 
idea? 
 
4. Stretch & Challenge: Compare the lytic and lysogenic 
pathways in a virus life cycle. 

4. S&C: lytic cycle is where a virus 
enters a cell and causes the cell to 
make  new viruses which then 
leave the cell. Lysogenic is where 
virus genetic material is inserted 
into a cell’s genetic material so that 
each time the cell replicates and 
divides. Each new cell contains the 
virus genetic material  

Art (7-10) If you research the molecules that form cells and 
pathogens of viruses, you will find  intricate, colourful 
diagrams made by artists, Like this: 

 
 
Make your own detailed, colourful studies of viruses and 
cell images. Try to make 3, using different media (e.g. 
colours pencil, collage, biro) 
 
S&C: Artists are also creating conceptual art about the 
feeling of fear, isolation and social distancing. Can you 
make your own conceptual piece on these topics? 
 
  

3 x colourful and detailed virus/cell 
observational drawings. 
 
 

 


