
kempstonchallengeracademy.org

P A R T  O F

P R O S P E C T U S
2018/19



OUR SIXTH FORM OFFERS:

// Personalised, flexible, inclusive 
curriculum provision with a range of 
A/AS Levels, Applied General and 
Technical Awards, Level 2 and Level 1 
courses

// Opportunities to follow professional 
learning pathways that combine 
academic and leadership qualifications

// An emphasis on high quality tutoring 
and personal development

// An induction programme that ensures 
seamless progression from previous 
learning

// A commitment to achieving high 
standards and outstanding progress 
for all students

// High quality information and guidance 
about careers progression that allows 
students to make sound decisions 
about entry to university, college, 
apprenticeships or employment

// Exciting additional curricular 
opportunities   

Welcome
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Willkommen
Kempston Challenger Academy 
Sixth Form provides an inspirational 
and distinctive learning experience 
where everyone is valued and treated 
as an individual. 

We set high standards and expectations, 

encouraging and supporting students to 

optimise their academic achievements 

and personal development. Students 

benefit from a distinctive and unique 

curriculum provision and are expected 

to be ambitious about achieving their 

full potential. An experienced pastoral 

team, led by the Head of Sixth Form, 

offers guidance and support to ensure 

students remain on track to make 

outstanding progress. This prepares 

students to make strong applications 

for university or employment ensuring 

they have a competitive edge in an 

increasingly challenging modern world. We 

are confident that Kempston Challenger 

Academy can meet the needs of every 

learner who wishes to pursue high quality 

sixth form progression routes.

We look forward to 

welcoming you to 

our inspiring learning 

community.

Ian Evason  

Executive Headteacher



// To be part of a welcoming and 
vibrant learning community 
committed to success

// Induction programmes to support 
transition into sixth form study and  
a wide range of enrichment activities 
to enhance the development of 
personal skills

// A unique and flexible curriculum 
offer combined with access to 
innovative academy programmes 
that support career aspiration and 
personal interests

// Specialist high quality teaching 
provision promoting high standards 
of attainment for all students

// High quality academic and  
personal support

// Opportunities for courses of study 
linked to placements in business  
and industry

// Strong links with universities  
and local and international  
business partners 

// Dedicated study, research  
and dining facilities for sixth  
form students

Support & Guidance 
// Students at Kempston Challenger Academy are expected 

to take responsibility for their learning, setting very high 
expectations for themselves and working hard to achieve 
their own ambitious aspirations. Key features of support and 
guidance at Kempston Challenger Academy are:

// The Head of Sixth Form leads a team of Academic Tutors 
who meet with students each day

// Aspirational target grades are used to motivate and inspire 
outstanding progress

// A dedicated team provide subject and academic mentoring 
to ensure a balance between study, personal development 
and wellbeing

// A robust system for monitoring includes regular progress 
reports and reviews  

// A specialist careers and education guidance programme 
provides support for applications for university or 
employment 

// Students are encouraged to make a significant contribution 
to the academy and the wider community. A wide and varied 
enrichment programme supports and extends student 
learning. All students are actively encouraged to become 
involved by participating in activities such as sports clubs, 
mentoring younger students or volunteering in the local 
community.
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Students will be guided 
to pathways based on 
prior attainment and 
taking account of career 
aspirations. 

Students are able to study a: 

Traditional A Level course or a combination of academic and Applied General 

and Technical awards all at Level 3.

Level 2 programme is also available. We offer GCSE re-sits in English, 

Mathematics and Science together with specialist courses in Retailing, combined 

with a certificate in personal finance. In addition we provide opportunities to apply 

your developing skills through a work experience programme.  

Level 2 Sport Apprenticeship programme where you spend one day working 

on the academic part of the award and four days on placement. You even 

get paid as you learn.

Level 1 course is also available which includes work skills and the 

opportunity to take part in a work experience programme.

KCA prides itself in offering students a number of experiences that are 

complimentary to the vocational course offer. In 2017-18 these will include:

// Entrepreneur skills workshops

// Creating a radio station

// Visiting primary schools to coach students

// Health and Social Care work placements
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All students have access 
to a range of Academy 
PLUS programmes. 
These options provide:
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// A framework for an additional 
qualification called the Extended 
Project Qualification. 

// An opportunity to acquire specialist 
leadership qualifications recognised by 
the world of business and industry

// Skills and experiences that will increase 
credits within the Challenger Diploma

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a 

level 3 (A-level standard) qualification worth the 

equivalent of half an A level and carrying UCAS 

points. It involves choosing a topic, carrying out 

research, and then either:

// Creating a 5,000 word report

// Designing a ‘product’ or completing 
a piece of art work with a 1,000 
word report

// Planning and running an ‘event’ 
together with a 1,000 word report

You are then required to deliver a small 10-15 

minute presentation to a group of non-specialists 

about your topic.

The EPQ allows students to develop their 

personal interest in a topic they care about. The 

skills developed as a result of doing the EPQ 

(e.g. project planning, decision making, record 

keeping, evaluation, presenting) are invaluable in 

most jobs and university courses. Plus, it helps 

with university applications as it demonstrates a 

students’ commitment to a subject, and allows 

a student to develop the independent research 

skills needed for undergraduate study. 

Students can also use the EPQ as evidence for 

credits through the Challenger Diploma.

What is the 
Extended 

Project 
Qualification 

- EPQ?
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KCA has developed a close partnership 
with Teaching Future Leaders Ltd. 
Through this partnership we are 
able to offer students qualifications 
in leadership that are accredited by 
the Royal Chartered Management 
Institute. CMI is the only chartered 
professional body in the UK dedicated 
to promoting excellence in the practice 
of management and leadership.

At KCA Sixth form you can study for the Award 
in Team Leading. This course consists of 

three modules, each designed and specifically written 

for students to include:

// Being a team leader

// Communication

// Monitoring work plans and providing 
feedback

You can also study the Key Skills for 
Leadership programme. This 

consists of three independent modules:

// Problem Solving 

// Improving Performance 

// Working with Others

Each module consists of 5 - 6 hours of ‘teaching 

and learning’ experiences and is designed to 

promote the development of the character 

qualities and leadership skills identified as 

essential for students to make the transition to 

higher education and/or employment. All modules 

are worth additional UCAS points and can also 

double up as evidence for the Challenger Diploma.  

Teaching the  
    Leaders of  
  the Future
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Students will continue to be encouraged 

to tackle the Challenger Diploma through 

an individually designed programme to 

suit their personal co-curricular interests, 

skills and developmental needs.

The diploma is delivered at four levels: novice, 

apprentice, graduate and master, with bronze, 

silver and gold awards in each category.  This 

means that students can maintain diploma 

activities into the Sixth form and continue to build 

a personal profile that can be used for job and 

university applications. The diploma continues to 

recognise and accredit qualifications taken outside 

of the school day. Participation in the EPQ and 

Leadership programmes also have the added 

advantage of counting towards the Challenger 

Awards programme.

Part of the Challenger Diploma experience at KCA 

Sixth form is to offer an extensive trips and visits 

programme. In 2017 this included a spectacular 

expedition to the Himalayas.  This was a major 

expedition in India that provided students with 

leadership challenges and character building 

opportunities.  From the hustle and bustle of Delhi, 

to the remote trekking across the Himalayas, 

KCA students overcame leadership challenges 

and experienced cultural diversity.  By working 

together in cross-school groups, our students 

developed many character attributes and returned 

home with raised aspirations.

Challenger Diploma
“It was a once 
in a lifetime 
experience that 
I’m sure everyone 
will remember 
forever.” 

Kaitlin

“I have learned that 
cultures are very 
different, and it is 
important to experience 
the different ones, it has 
inspired me to travel to more 
destinations in which the 
cultures are so diverse.” Amy

“I have also learned about 
myself that I have grown in 
confidence and independence as I 
feel I can do anything now!” 

Amy

“The group had 
freedom to 
influence the 
way the trip 
panned out - 
I think this was 
fundamental to its 
success.”  Cameron
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KCA has recently become a member of 
the Brilliant Club. This is an award-winning 
charity that exists to increase the number 
of students from under-represented 
backgrounds progressing to highly-
selective universities. This is achieved by 
mobilising the PhD community to share its 
academic expertise with state schools and 
academies such as ours. 

  ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

// Small group seminars conducted by 
university researchers (PhD) Tutors 
where students can experience 
university style teaching and learning.

// Visits to two leading universitiesYo
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“I started out using Google Classroom in Business 

and IT lessons last year, but I have noticed that 

more and more Teachers are using the system this 

year because they have noticed how it benefits 

students including myself. Before I started using 

this system, my work rate was lower if I’m totally 

honest, and I often felt a bit vulnerable when 

presented with a huge new assignment. 

The assignments being online has given me a 

straightforward way to process work because 

I can use templates, layouts and tools built 

into the system to make work accessible and 

understandable. Students like me always know 

what work has been completed and what work 

still needs to be done. Feedback can be left by 

Teachers at any time and I can read this and ask 

questions whenever I need to. I use the Google 

Classroom App on my phone to make sure I’m 

always up to date outside School. Also, all the work 

is stored online so it’s safe and secure but also 

really easy to find which is particularly great for me 

because it means I can do more work at home. 

Overall, it’s made a big difference to my results.”

Deepak Chohan,  

Y13 BTEC Business and IT Student

KCA is currently is looking to provide every 

Sixth form student with a Google Chromebook 

from September 2018.

KCA staff and students are already 

increasingly using Google classrooms to help 

enhance the learning of sixth form students.

“All my classes, and especially my Sixth form ones, 

use Google Classroom to really keep on top of all their 

assignments, homework and research tasks. As a result 

of being better organised generally, we have more time 

in class to actually discuss key theory or engage with 

related news stories which makes lessons way more 

fun! Google Classroom (and in fact all Google Apps) 

help me to get on with the job of actually teaching 

and giving more specific feedback rather than losing 

valuable time on administrative paper based tasks. I no 

longer hear things like “forgot to save my work”, “my 

assignment is on my computer at home”, “my printer 

is broken”, “this is not the most up to date version 

I’ve done”, “I’ve lost my USB” or “I can’t work on the 

assignment at home because I don’t have the software” 

- happy days!”

Georg Coakley, Business & IT Teacher

“

“
Google 
Classrooms



  All students will have  

access to an exciting and  

       inspiring programme  

   of trips and visits  

  which will bring learning to life        

          and broaden minds. 

These trips will include overnight 

expeditions both within the UK and 

abroad designed to take students 

out of their comfort zone and 

helping them to see just what they 

are capable of doing. All trips and 

visits reflect a full range of activities 

and subjects from hill walking to 

skiing, exhibitions to theatre, work 

experience to canoeing. All of these 

opportunities will be offered at cost 

and students will be encouraged 

to fund raise in order to help them 

access as much of the programme on 

offer as possible.  

trips & 
visits
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Students wishing to apply for  

a place at Kempston Challenger 

Academy Sixth Form should 

complete and submit the  

Sixth Form Application Form. 

This form is available either from the academy or to download 

from the academy website. If support is needed to complete 

the form, please do not hesitate to contact Reception.

Come and see us 
Regular events are organised each term when prospective students and their 

parents / carers can tour facilities and meet staff and students. Dates of these 

events can be found  on the academy website. Visits are encouraged.  

Contact us at any time for more information or to arrange an appointment.

T O  A P P LY

tel 01234 290900

email office@kempstonchallengeracademy.org

web kempstonchallengeracademy.org
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Kempston Challenger Academy

Hill Rise, Kempston

Bedford

MK42 7EB

tel 01234 290900

email office@kempstonchallengeracademy.org

web kempstonchallengeracademy.org

Mr Ian Evason Executive Headteacher


