Our curriculum is at the
heart of our school. Our
core aim is to provide
students with a wide
variety of challenging
opportunities both inside
and outside of the
classroom and we aim to
provide a fully inclusive
learning environment
which celebrates being
successful and working
hard.

We want our students to
flourish as knowledgeable,
committed and aspirational
citizens who are ready to
participate in a rapidly
changing world.

Curriculum at KCA

Knowledge & Text-focused

Rich conception of knowledge that
includes the skills and attitudes that
contribute to success.

Reading & oracy are the priority
Knowledge provides a driving,
underpinning philosophy

The knowledge content is specified in
detail

Knowledge is taught to be remembered,
not merely encountered

Knowledge is sequenced and mapped
deliberately and coherently

Balanced & Diverse

Promotes intellectual, moral, spiritual,
aesthetic, creative, emotional and
physical development as equally
important.

Takes into account cultural diversity and
planning is careful so as to not allow
students to develop a distorted
perception of people and places.

Plans for literacy & numeracy

Prepared pupils for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of adult
life.

Vertically integrated

Units of work are carefully sequenced so
prior knowledge and concepts are built
upon from previous year groups and
units.

Provides clarity at what getting better at
the subject means

Pupils speak more knowledgeable about
what they have learnt

Focuses on progress using a variety of
lesson experiences to support this.
Cognitive load theory drives the
instructions in lessons.

Explicit and direct instruction

Lessons are instructed and led by the
teacher, not an activity

Worked examples (faded modelling)
Skills are taught and deliberately (over)
practiced

Deliberate vocal development

Critique — method feedback

Modelling

The curriculum is kept manageable by
teaching the most important knowledge

Identified big ideas/key concepts within
the subject

Appropriate
Matching the level of challenge to a

pupil’s current level of maturity/
knowledge.

The National Curriculum is the minimum
expectation.

Closes the progress and attainment gap
Intentionally planned Inc. gender
Revisited and build upon

Makes explicit connections and links
between different subjects and
experiences.

Adaptive teaching identifying and
addressing misconceptions.

Retrieval practice

Quality of formative assessment
Culture of practice Inc. HMWK

Dual coding

Deep learning

Effective homework: reliable & valuable
Retrieval Reality

Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction
Acquired, rehearsed, and connected

knowledge

Scaffolding
Effective



https://teacherhead.com/2018/06/06/what-is-a-knowledge-rich-curriculum-principle-and-practice/
https://impact.chartered.college/article/applying-powerful-knowledge-principle-curriculum-development-disadvantaged-contexts/
https://learningspy.co.uk/reading/is-reading-comprehension-even-a-thing/
https://cornerstoneseducation.co.uk/news/what-is-a-broad-and-balanced-curriculum/
https://ukla.org/downloads/Culturally_Inclusive_Curriculum.pdf
https://guides.library.pdx.edu/c.php?g=527355&p=3623937
https://www.britishcouncil.es/sites/default/files/british-council-guidelines-for-inclusion-and-diversity-in-schools.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-framework-for-key-stages-1-to-4/the-national-curriculum-in-england-framework-for-key-stages-1-to-4
https://teaching.blog.gov.uk/2019/07/15/designing-a-secondary-school-curriculum-that-prepares-pupils-for-the-world/
https://impact.chartered.college/article/the-spiral-curriculum-approach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jLANkgniSM
https://www.trythisteaching.com/2019/09/staff-cpd/
https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2018/04/vocabulary-knowledge-and-the-frayer-model/
https://teacherhead.com/2020/01/05/schema-building-a-blend-of-experiences-and-retrieval-modes-make-for-deep-learning/
https://leadinglearnerdotme.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/3-cognitive-load-theory-sweller-via-cese.pdf
https://achemicalorthodoxy.wordpress.com/2018/10/25/simplifying-cognitive-load-theory/
https://teacherhead.com/2017/04/25/ten-teaching-techniques-to-practise-deliberately/
https://mrshumanities.com/2019/10/27/mrs-humanities-shares-templates-for-teaching/
http://reflectionsofmyteaching.blogspot.com/2013/04/creating-culture-of-critique.html
https://johntomsett.com/2015/04/24/this-much-i-know-about-what-really-works-when-preparing-students-for-their-examinations/
https://www.teachfirst.org.uk/blog/subject-knowledge-10-things-every-teacher-educator-should-know-series
https://impact.chartered.college/article/organising-knowledge-purpose-pedagogy-knowledge-organisers/
https://leadinglearnerdotme.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/1-what-makes-great-teaching-coe-et-al-via-sutton-trust.pdf
https://teacherhead.com/2017/05/28/teaching-to-the-top-attitudes-and-strategies-for-delivering-real-challenge/
https://www.douglaswise.co.uk/student-work-judging-quality/
https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/attainment-gap/
https://www.teachertoolkit.co.uk/2019/06/02/teaching-gap/
https://www.teachwire.net/news/the-secret-of-great-curriculum-design-in-secondary-school
https://www.tes.com/news/4-ways-we-closed-gcse-gender-gap
https://www.teachermagazine.com.au/articles/implementing-a-cross-curricular-approach
https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs/assessment/15-assessment-activities-fast-formative
http://cmrweb.gfps.k12.mt.us/uploads/2/7/3/6/27366965/formative_assessment_ppt.pdf
https://www.retrievalpractice.org/why-it-works
https://teacherhead.com/2019/01/10/revisiting-dylan-wiliams-five-brilliant-formative-assessment-strategies/
https://teacherhead.com/2019/03/03/10-techniques-for-retrieval-practice/
https://learningspy.co.uk/featured/teaching-maters-but-there-are-more-important-things-to-get-right/
https://teacherhead.com/2019/03/11/setting-great-homework-the-mode-amode-b-approach/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/technology-teaching-learning/0/steps/53322
https://teacherhead.com/2020/01/05/schema-building-a-blend-of-experiences-and-retrieval-modes-make-for-deep-learning/
https://teacherhead.com/2012/10/21/homework-what-does-the-hattie-research-actually-say/
https://lovetoteach87.com/2019/11/24/retrieval-practice-the-myths-versus-reality/
https://www.teachertoolkit.co.uk/2019/09/14/podcast-56/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yr1Dfo5xoPo
https://leadinglearnerdotme.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/2-principles-of-instruction-rosenshine.pdf
https://teacherhead.com/2018/10/19/rosenshine-re-ordered-a-poster-by-olicav/
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenshine.pdf

