
M O V I N G  T O  Y E A R  7  A T

SECONDARY SCHOOL

KEMPSTON CHALLENGER ACADEMY
KNOWLEDGE COMMITMENT ASPIRE

Hola!

STARTING A NEW SCHOOL IS LIKE GOING ON AN EXCITING ADVENTURE.
ENJOY YOUR JOURNEY WHEREVER IT TAKES YOU!

Name:  
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Introduction
Starting a new school can be a very exciting time, but sometimes 
you might feel a little bit sad, scared or even worried. These are very 
normal feelings to have when things are going to change. Staff at 
Kempston Challenger Academy and your parents & carers will always 
be there to help you when you change schools. Before you start 
at your new school, try to complete all the CHALLENGES. You will 
probably have lots of questions that you would like to ask about your 
new school too and we will make sure that we answer them for you. 

Write down any questions that you have about  
Kempston Challenger Academy on this page. 

Ask an adult to scribe for you if you need to.

Tick the questions when you have found out the answer.
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Facts about your new school
What is the name of the new school that you are going to?

What is the name of the Head of School?

What is the school address and website?

What is the school telephone number?

What is the school social media account called?

At the end of Year 6 you will find out which class you will be in. 
It will be called your tutor group now rather than your class. 

Who is your form tutor? 

What number room is your form tutor room? 

Who is your Head of Learning? 

2
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My School Logo
Draw the school logo below – you can find it on the website and uniform.

FIRST FEW DAYS
Where do I go on my first day?

You will be able to enter through 
the main gate at the front of school 
or the side gate.

There will be plenty of lovely 
staff and prefects (prefects will 
be wearing black ties so you can 
identify them easily) to show you 
where to go. 

You will be directed to the side of 
our school hall where you will see 
a sign with your tutor group on, for 
example 7DCO. Line up with your 
tutor group and your form tutor.

Everyone is really friendly and helpful so don’t worry. 
We will help you get to the right place.
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NAVIGATING OUR SITE
What if I get lost?

No need to worry about getting lost, you won’t really be lost, but at some 
point you may be unsure where your classroom is: you don’t need to panic.

All our teachers and pupils are really helpful, all you need to do is ask and 
someone will point you in the right direction or often, walk you to lesson.

All of the teaching blocks are named, for example A block, and each 
classroom door is clearly labelled. You will additionally have a tour of the 
school and be provided with a map (like the one below) on your first day. 
By October, you will be brilliant at knowing your way around. Trust us!
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Same or different?
Many of the things you do at Kempston Challenger Academy 
will be very similar to your school now, but some things 
might be slightly different.

Write down 5 important things that will be different in your 
new school. Can you say how they will be different?

WORD CLUES TO HELP YOU THINK OF IDEAS:
lunch & break, teachers, friends, lessons, classrooms, homework, desks, 

uniform, timetable, rules, assemblies

1
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WIDER CURRICULUM OPPORTUNITIES 
What is the Challenger Diploma?

To support student involvement in wider curriculum opportunities 
every other Friday during period 5 (2–3pm) is Challenger Diploma 
hour. Students are provided with opportunities to add depth 
to their learning and develop personal skills (virtues) through a 
rich and varied programme. Students have the chance to enjoy 
new experiences and consolidate their subject based learning. 
They acquire a wide variety of skills and virtues that contribute to 
bronze, silver and gold awards in C M A T – Challenge, Motivation, 
Achievement and Team work. 

Are there any overseas trips?

You will have access to overseas trips and visits that include:  
Himalaya Adventure, Summer Sports Adventure and ski trips.
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THE SCHOOL DAY
What does a typical school day look like? 

Time: Session:
08.45 – 09.05 Morning form time
09.05 – 10.05 Lesson 1
10.05 – 11.05 Lesson 2
11.05 – 11.20 Break
11.25 – 12.25 Lesson 3
12.25 – 13.25 Lesson 4
13.25 – 14.00 Lunch
14.00 – 15.00 Lesson 5
15.00 onwards After school clubs

One day a week, instead of tutor time, you will have assembly with 
your Head of Learning and different guest speakers. The school day 
finishes at 3pm where you will make your own way home or stay for 
an after school club. Bells sound at the end of each session so that 
you know when you go to the next lesson or break time.

Will the work be really hard?

If the work is too easy you will become bored and uninterested, so 
the work will be challenging but still achievable. Your teachers will set 
work that everybody can do – we call this ‘Core’ work. If you want a 
further challenge, your teachers will ask you to complete ‘Confident’ 
work which will be slightly more challenging. If you master this, your 
teacher may ask you demonstrate a greater level of understanding 
by completing some ‘Stretch and Challenge’ activities.

We work very closely with primary schools to find out your ability 
levels and any additional support you might need can be provided. 

If there is a piece of work you are finding difficult, you can speak 
to your teacher as they will be able to help you and explain it in a 
different way. There may be some resources or books to help you, 
and we also have a Homework Club that runs on most days after 
school until 4pm where you could get support. 
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What can you do at break and lunchtime?

Many of our children use this time as a chance to socialise with 
friends, eat lunch or snacks. This can be done in one of our 
canteens, seating areas inside some of the teaching blocks or 
the seating areas around the school.

If you’d rather burn off some energy, you have the chance to use 
one of our hard surfaced play areas where you may choose to 
play ball games.

You can always use the school library during this time to read,  
use any of the facilities it has to offer or you may choose to use 
our engagement hub where you can access computers and 
other games with our pastoral team. The engagement hub is 
also the place to go if you have any friendship issues you want 
some support with.

Some children also use this time to track down teachers if they 
have something they need to talk to them about. 

What can I do about getting snacks and lunch?

You can use either of our two canteens, both of  
which serve snacks and meals at both break  
and lunch. At the moment, our canteens only  
accept cash and if you have received a free  
school meal at your primary school, you  
will continue to receive this here – all you  
need to do is tell the canteen staff  
who you are and they will tick  
you off their list.
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How do you collect rewards?
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to achieve as many 
‘characteristic points’ as you can; there are 4 you can achieve each  
lesson. Your teacher will electronically submit these at the end of  
each lesson and once a week during tutor time you will find out your 
weekly totals, the average total for your class, your year group and  
other year group across the school. You will record these in your  
planners so you can keep track and when you earn a set amount, 
recognition can be made and rewards issued. 

Each week you will be asked to vote for who you think is ‘legend of the 
week’ within your form class – somebody who you think has displayed our 
school characteristics the most consistently that week. The ‘legend of the 
week’ will earn a voucher to spend in the school canteen. 

We also recognise achievements and efforts you make by making positive 
phone calls home, sending positive e-mails and praise texts home and 
inviting you to special breakfasts. At the end of each half term, we 
celebrate more successes at our end of term celebration assemblies. 

Our KCA ‘characteristics’
There are 4 characteristics that we encourage you to display, they are:

Aspiration
Determination

Motivation

Critical Thinking

Tenacity

Self Control

Success
Confidence

Resilience

Application

Pride

Courage

Nurture
Humour

Honesty

Risk taking

Compassion

Empathy

Working Together
Communication

Inclusivity

Service

Co-operation

Flexibility

Can you think of any ways you could demonstrate these characteristics?
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Staff
Key members of staff are below. 
Other members of staff can be 
found on the website.

Deputy Head 
Miss Craddock

 SENDCO
Mrs Kiran Haire

Pastoral 
Support

Mrs Nunn

Attendance 
& Welfare

Mrs Wisson

Assistant Head
Mr King

Head of School
 Mr May

Head of Learning (Y7) 
Mr Tompkins
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Who are you?  
We would like to know about you too!
1 What is your full name?  

2 When is your birthday?  

3 Which primary school do you go to?  

4 Do you have brothers and sisters?

 Brothers:  How old are they? 

 Sisters:  How old are they? 

 Which schools do they go to?  

5 What is your favourite lesson at school?  

6 Which lesson do you find tricky?  

7 Name up to 3 really good friends?  

  

8 Do you belong to any clubs or sports teams outside of school? 

  

9 What do you like to do in your free time? 

  

  

10 What job would you like when you grow up?  

11 What is your proudest achievement? 

  

  

12 If you could have a superpower, what would it be? And why? 

  

  

  

  

We are excited to get to know you and learn even more!
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PASTORAL
What can I do if I am upset  
or having friendship issues? 

You should try and talk to your  
form tutor in the first instance. 
You can also visit the  
Engagement Hub and  
speak with Nat, Stef or  
Mark who will always  
support you.

What Is the Engagement Hub?

This is a safe place that you can visit  
before school, at break and lunch time  
and after school. Your Head of Learning  
may also ask you to visit during lessons if your  
worries can’t wait and need to be solved straight away.  
Mark is our school counsellor and can support you with your  
wellbeing. Stef helps your Head of Learning monitor your  
attendance whilst Nat supports you with any other issues  
or problems you may have. 

What might you say or what advice would  
you give to a student who finds  
making friends worrying?
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Home Learning
How much homework will I get?

We would expect you to get between 3–4 hours of homework a week 
and you will be given a homework timetable in the first week.

To make sure you keep on top of your homework, you will be asked 
to record this in your planner. Many subjects will give you a week to 
complete homework.

Many teachers will use our learning platform, Google Classroom, to place 
the resources you may need. You will be given a school email address and 
shown how to access this during your first week. 

Reading is a key expectation of homework so we hope you are already 
making a start of this whilst learning from home.

Task for your new teachers

We know that this last few weeks have been very unusual and would 
like to know about something that you have done whilst you’ve been 
at home (or in school) that you are proud of.

It could be: 

• Making a meal for your family

• Learning to play an instrument

• Helping a neighbor/family member

• Completing a DIY project

• Anything you choose

Create an A4 sized (or bigger) 
piece of work about this activity – 
it could be a newspaper article, 
a poster with pictures and 
writing, a story, a diagram. You 
can present it in whatever way 
you like. Please share your fab 
work with us through email.

office@kempstonchallengeracademy.org
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Completion Certificate

Awarded to

Congratulations on 
completing this booklet.

You are now an expert on your 
new secondary school and we 

hope that you enjoy it!

Signed Date

academy
challenger
Kempston
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KNOW YOU CAN
COMMITMENT TO CARE
ALWAYS AIM HIGHER

Hill Rise, Kempston, Bedford, MK42 7EB

Head of school: Mr Matthew May

Telephone: (01234) 290900  Fax: (01234) 290901

Email: of� ce@kempstonchallengeracademy.org 

Facebook: Kempston Challenger Academy

Twitter: @KCABedford  Instagram: Kempston Challenger Academy

KEMPSTON CHALLENGER ACADEMY
KNOWLEDGE COMMITMENT ASPIRE
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