
 

Keyworker and Vulnerable Students Cover   January 2021 

 

Background 

On the 4th January the Government announced that schools would close until the February half 

term except for the children of Keyworkers and those who are deemed as vulnerable. For a full 

list of the definition of Keyworkers go to 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision . 

KCA made the offer to parents of Cover and asked that Dylan King be informed if they would like 

to take up a place. From the 5th – 8th January between 14 and 17 students every day attended. 

The cover was run for these sessions by a limited number of teaching and support staff, however, 

with increased ‘live’ lessons beginning for more students from 11th January, it was no longer 

possible for teachers to undertake KW cover and deliver sessions online. There was therefore a 

need to utilise support staff. 

Rota 

Day Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

Staff JCH JCH JMO JMO NNU 

 MCH MCH GMA GMA SWI 

 MWI MWI ARO ARO SaKI 

 KMO KMO STA STA RWA 

 SKI SKI PLO PLO  

 IBO IBO SHU SHU  

 RWA KKaur KKaur   

Lead DCO DCO DCO DCO DCO 

PE Support/student lunch break 1pm-2pm (with 
SLT support) MGU 

A week GJF/ 
B week MGU SFU GJF GJF (A only) 

SLT support MMA ACR KCO KBA DKI 

LCO - Jack Payne support      

BAB - joins 16.1.21      

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


Format of the cover 

Students arrive at 9am and will leave at 3pm. They do not have to wear uniform. (This is an anti-

Covid measure.) 

The group will be based in A6 and A5 . Toilets are in A Block, and there is a sink in A8 for drinking 

water.  

DCO will set up the daily session and take a register. There needs to be a check that all students 

have lunch and water. Notifications of anyone who does not will need to be made to the SLT duty 

person. There are likely to be online assemblies which students can access via their computers. 

Students undertake online learning from their Google Classroom accounts or via the Remote 

Learning tab on the website.  

The timings of lessons mirror the timings of the school day. 

Once the students are working, a judgement can be made by all staff, but led by DCO, as to the 

numbers of staff who are needed to be present for the online learning. This will allow staff 

flexibility to leave the group to undertake other tasks and return later to relieve colleagues. 

From 1 until 2pm every day, PE staff and SLT will take the group to the Sports Hall to undertake 

some physical activity and to have lunch at approximately 1.30pm. This will allow KW cover staff 

to have lunch. 

 

Remote Learning 

The key task of KW cover staff is to support students in 

1) Getting into the correct sessions, (see schedules below.) 

2) Being able to actively learn and understand 

3) Stay focused on their learning for the session. 

If a student is unable to do any of the above then staff should liaise with DCO and rectify the issue 

using standard procedures for IT and Behaviour, (see below.) 

The RL schedules can be found here  

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1HCrT76KU6SaWIm17z6sErJsc2wD9Praw 

The KCA Remote Learning policy is here 

https://sites.google.com/kempstonchallengeracademy.org/kca-remote-learning/home 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1HCrT76KU6SaWIm17z6sErJsc2wD9Praw
https://sites.google.com/kempstonchallengeracademy.org/kca-remote-learning/home


Safeguarding 

The school’s usual Safeguarding procedures apply. If a member of staff has a concern over any 

aspect of a student’s welfare then they can raise this immediately with DCO or the SLT support 

person, or email ACR, LGI or SWI. MTH is available remotely to offer counselling support. 

First Aid – The following people are First Aid trained – RWA /  SKI / PE staff  / KMO  / JMO  / NNU  

/ SWI. If none of these are available then Reception should be contacted on 100. 

Behaviour (inc Praise) 

The school’s Behaviour Policy and Behaviour Policy Addendum applies. Any student who acts in 

a way which contravenes this will have a sanction applied.  

Past experience has shown that low level behaviour is more likely to be an issue as students are 

in the same environment, with the same group everyday. Staff must use their good relationships 

with students to coax them through the day and continue with online learning. If relevant, staff 

may suggest a student takes some ‘time out’, or undertakes a different activity.  

Being a part of the KW group is potentially difficult for students; students may feel dispirited that 

their colleagues are at home not working, (when in fact they are,) and there will be concerns over 

the virus. A considered calm approach by staff will support students. If a member of staff feels 

that the student’s behaviour will be improved by talking to DCO or SLT then that support can be 

given. As with any behaviour, a student will respond to Praise. Any student who it is deemed 

deserves recognition should have their name sent to Sofia on a Friday so that they may receive 

a Praise text. 

SEND 

Student passports will be available in the EC with DCO. Any further SEND information is on SIMS. 

SEND staff are available every day as part of the KW rota. 

Coronavirus 

Neither staff nor student should be in school if they show any of the three main symptoms of 

Covid – A temperature, Loss of taste and/or smell, a cough. For staff, the usual absence 

procedures should be followed. (See below.) For students, DCO/SLT should be consulted so that 

parents can be spoken to. 

The school will aim to test those staff and students who have given consent to be tested on a 

Monday from 9-10. This will be undertaken by trained staff in the main hall. Staff are advised to 

set up an NHS account before they visit the hall as this will speed up their tests. 

After testing, staff and students will stay in the Hall to await their result, after which they will 

either return to the EC or be advised by Testing staff on next steps in the case of a positive result. 

Students are entitled to not be tested. They should continue to work in A5/A6. 



If a member of the KW group tests positive, then all are deemed to be close contact and will 

undergo 7 days of serial testing. Should anyone not be willing to do this then they must isolate 

at home for ten days. 

Whilst working, students do not have to wear masks, (as per Government guidelines,) however, 

they should minimise face to face contact and certainly should not shout. Staff are asked to 

ensure that this does not happen to ensure no transmission of virus through the air. The doors 

of A5/A6 must be kept open to ensure ventilation, (again, as per guidelines.) 

Staff supervising should ensure their personal risk assessments are up to date and logged with 

MMA. 

Should the group grow in size and this means social distancing is not possible then alternative 

rooms will be opened up and staff will be re-deployed. 

Absence 

If a member of staff is going to be absent due to illness from their rota-ed day then they should 

follow the usual procedure and let MMA know by 8am. For planned absence, (eg medical 

appointments,) MMA should be spoken to. 
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